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Mission statement:  

 
The Sylvan Otter Lake Association (SOLA) is a non-profit organization, comprised of volunteers to 
improve our lake community and protect the quality of our lakes for their safe recreational use.  SOLA’s 
main focus is to provide the best quality lake environment for all who use both Sylvan / Otter Lakes by 
managing weeds and wildlife.   
 
Operation Dark Skies.  AKA Light Pollution. 
Help us preserve our dark skies. Too many lake residents have chosen to install bright spotlights facing and 
reflecting across the waters, which is causing navigation issues especially when docking at night. If you have 
chosen to light up your backyard for security reasons, please use warm light bulbs facing downward, 
avoiding bright white LEDs and motion sensor flood lights and /or install night cameras to protect your 
property.  Please be mindful of how your backyard lighting may be contributing to this problem.  
 
Buoys, rafts, and floats. 
This year, more than years past, there are a lot more buoys, rafts & floats placed in the lake. Understandably, it 
is due to your concern for safety and for protecting your property.  However, you could be in violation of state 
law.  Buoys need to be permitted in the state of Michigan and if they are illegally placed, the state department 
can order these buoys removed at your expense. Rafts do not need to be permitted; however, they need 
reflectors on all four sides.  If there is an accident involving the above mentioned items, you may be liable. 
Remember, this is an “all sports lake” and we need to share and use it responsibly. 
 
Jetski and surfer boat safety.  
I have received more calls this year from surf boat operators complaining about jet skis following  (jumping 
their wakes) too closely while there are surfers or wakeboarders behind their boat. Jet ski owners, please 
remind family and guest drivers that they must stay 100 feet away from shore, swim areas and docks and 
150 feet away from boats pulling a skier or wake boarder at all times. I have been told that at least one boat 
owner is taking videos of these jet skiers and has turned it over to the police.  
 
Wake boats. 
Thank you to those of you who are following our request to surf in the deepest areas of the lake and for staying 
in the middle as far from shore as possible.  Just a reminder that the operator of a boat is responsible for its 
wake!   
 
Stay more informed about Sylvan Otter Lake activities. 
I receive many calls complaining about our current notification system of posting yellow signs on properties 
prior to spraying of the lake. The current system will remain in effect however, in addition, Jeff Ignatowski, our 
IT representative, has now made it easier for us to communicate with you.  Please go into our website under the 
newsletter section and enter your email address, name, and street address. By doing this, we will be able to 
notify you via email when your area of the lake has been scheduled to be sprayed for weeds. We will be able to 
use this notification system to inform you of other activities going on around the lake as well.   
 
The increasing goose population.  
The state of Michigan is planning to prohibit private contractors from getting involved in the rounding up of 
geese from area lakes.  According to a contractor who has been used to control the goose population, the state 
may be taking over the goose round up program.  What used to cost our association hundreds of dollars is now 
rumored to increase to thousands of dollars. The state is not permitting any goose round up permits this year. 
The Sylvan Otter Lake Association has been very proactive in trying to minimize the goose population on our 
lake due to the many health issues these geese create. In the past 10 years, the companies we have used to help 
us control the geese, have legally destroyed 330 nests, collected almost 4,000 eggs and have rounded up almost 
2,800 geese that have been removed from our lakes. 
 
Weed treatment in 2025.  As of the printing of this newsletter, we have already treated most of the lake 2 
times and have touched up several other areas. Please help us help you with weeds in your area or in spots 
around the lakes.  Call or email us if you are having a problem with weeds in your area. Contacting us is the 
best way to make sure your area is taken care of.  

 Drones over our lakes.  Starting next month Aqua Weed Control (AWC), the company that treats our lakes, 
will be using the latest technology to survey our lakes from the sky with drones.  These drones have the 
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 Drones over our lakes.  Starting next month Aqua Weed Control (AWC), the company that treats our lakes, 
will be using the latest technology to survey our lakes from the sky with drones.  These drones have the 
capability to not only zoom in and determine the type of weed that is in that area but also send the GPS location 
to the technician treating the lake so that no area is missed.  Don’t be alarmed if you see a drone in the sky soon. 

Make sure you stay informed by joining us and the rest of your Sylvan / Otter Lake friends and neighbors on 
Facebook and LinkedIn. We will notify you when the drones will be flying as well as other events that are 
affecting our lakes.  Additionally, (coming soon) you will see a map of our lakes on our website.  This map will 
show you the exact areas that we will be treating in advance of the posting (yellow signs in your yard).      

DONATION SCHEDULE: 
 
LAKEFRONT, CANAL FRONT, OR BOAT OWNER        Minimum of $75.00  
RESIDENT WITH BEACH PRIVILEGES        Minimum of $25.00 
 
 
Treasurer's report for 2024: 
 
Beginning balance  $   27,574 
Donations   $   21,835 
Weed control and permits    $ 14, 360 
Printing costs and postage fees  $   1,749 
Wildlife management programs   $      600 
Web site host, misc. fees   $      371 
Legal      $      479 
USPS & Bank fees    $      217 
Total expenses    $ 17,776 
Ending balance   $ 31,633 

 
Please mail your $75.00 minimum tax free donation or use the QR code today.   

 
 
Make checks payable to: 
Sylvan / Otter Lake Association  
P.O. Box 136  
Keego Harbor, MI   48320 
 
Volunteer board members: 

• Greg Rademacher – Vice President of SOLA -- gregrademacher@gmail.com  
• Todd Eddy – Secretary of SOLA-- toddeddy@comcast.net  
• Luke Cassar - Wildlife Management of SOLA -- cassar@reagan.com  
• Kim Yeip –Treasurer of SOLA  --  kimyeip@gmail.com  
• Jeff Ignatowski –Web-site for SOLA  -- jgignatowski@gmail.com  

 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, suggestions, or comments, please contact me by email or call me on my 
cell - 248-961-3903. 
 
Thank you. 
Phil Thomas   
Sylvan Otter Lakes Association President 
phillip.russell.thomas@gmail.com  


